
Area Footpath Secretary’s Report 

Progress on simplifying the legal procedures for claiming and changing paths which we 
have been awaiting since the Deregulation Act was passed under the Coalition Government 
in 2015 has been brought to a halt by Brexit.  Two General Elections and a Referendum left 
Parliament so disrupted and busy that implementation of this Act has been delayed 
indefinitely.  Meanwhile, the cut-off date of 1st January 2026 for adding historic paths to the 
legal record (the Definitive Map) is creeping ever closer and we have no hard information 
on what we need to do to protect claims which are now in the pipeline or anticipated soon.   

The Ramblers and other interested organisations of non-motorised users aim to get as 
many claims as possible before the cut-off date into the queue that we hope local 
authorities will have to process.  This requires research into documentary evidence for 
ancient rights of way which is mainly to be found in Hertfordshire Archives and Local 
Studies at County Hall.  The lead for the Ramblers in our area is Libby Martin and she 
needs volunteers to help her.   

All path claims and changes which were decided by December 2015 should have been 
recorded on Hertfordshire County Council’s Definitive Map published early in 2016.  You 
can view the map online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/recycling-waste-and-
environment/countryside-access/rights-of-way/rights-of-way.aspx.  In the past, HCC has 
only updated the online map when it has carried out a legal consolidation of its paper map, 
usually at 5-year intervals.  The current online map is already out-of-date and it would assist 
users if it were updated for every major change.   

For instance, the package of changes around the Tyttenhanger estate and Willows Farm 
was published in 2017 and no objections were lodged, thanks to the efforts of Phil Escritt 
and Ian Hardy.  The changes involve the extinguishment of 5 existing footpaths, diversion of 
5 footpaths and the creation of 12 new footpaths and 2 bridleways.  The Ordnance Survey 
will not start to change its maps until the Definitive Map has been officially updated, possibly 
not before 2021.  Unless HCC updates the online map with a “working copy” (as some local 
authorities do), you will need to consult 5 separate orders and an unpublished creation 
agreement to discover these changes unless you visit the area and find notices on site.   

The Friends of Panshanger Park are having mixed fortunes in keeping Lafarge Tarmac on 
track with the restoration of the park and provision of public access.  Last January, after 
public pressure, the company announced that it would not extract gravel from the Lower 
Broadwater in order to preserve Humphrey Repton’s historic landscape.  Having decided 
what not to do, however, the company then failed to meet its targets for path and car park 
improvements, promised by Easter.  You can keep up the pressure by joining the FPP.   

A series of public inquiries has started into Network Rail’s programme to close level 
crossings throughout the Anglia region.  The first inquiry opened in Chelmsford on 18th 
October 2017 and was promptly adjourned until January 2018 because NR had failed to 
notify many of the landowners affected.  David Glass is the Ramblers’ lead spokesman for 
our area.  Another major rail development in our area is the Strategic Rail Freight 
Interchange near St Albans.  Phil Escritt is our lead on this project.   

The second phase of the Big Pathwatch, designed to encourage members of the public to 
survey all paths on Ordnance Survey maps and report their findings to Highway Authorities, 
is now well underway.  You can report problems, or successful solutions, using our 
Pathwatch phone app or online.  See www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/pathwatch.aspx.   

There are, as usual, opportunities for Footpath Workers in parts of the Hertfordshire & 
North Middlesex area.  Contact me or any local Ramblers officer if you can take on a parish 
or could understudy one of our experienced Footpath Secretaries who wishes to shed part 
of his load.  We have a gap in our coverage of the Pelhams and Albury in East Herts.   

Mark Westley 


